   My love for the 1974 Trans Am started on a cold March day in 1980, when as a junior in High School, I called an ad in the local Auto Classifieds.  My parents and I went to look at a Buccaneer Red Trans am which we ended up driving home. A perfect car for a 17 year old, needed a paint job and a fiberglass nose panel, extremely wide Firestone tires w/Air shocks and a 1969 Chevy 427 engine under the hood. (Original 455 was blown up and missing in action)

   My first car was my 1st love. That 74 style, flat rear window, clean lines, posi rear, well I was hooked. Of course through high school most of the parts that looked stock on this car where quickly removed and discarded.  Every year was a step towards a finished car. Unfortunately at the time, my interests where in street performance and not originality. The car ended up with a full frame w/ 6-point roll cage, a bulletproof 12-bolt rear end and an extremely non-streetable 427 Chevy engine in 1996.

   Now going on 40 years old and finding that my Trans Am interests lean more towards an original restored car, one I can drive and enjoy. I wish I had started in that direction earlier. Well I made my 74 very streetable now with a “pump gas” 502 Chevy Big Block, Turbo 400 Trans and a nice Trans Am 10 bolt posi with 3.42 gears but still craving that factory Pontiac muscle car, I rescued another 74 Trans Am from Georgia that was going to be parted out. Now I have my project that will be a restored factory beauty and with not being done with number 2, find myself planning my next 74-project car.

   Now my reason for this guide. After endless hours of research, reading, looking and asking for information I’m realizing that restoring a car to original is quite the project especially when your missing key parts of this car. I decided to compile all the information that I have obtained and lessons learned with tearing down and rebuilding both of my 74 Trans Ams so I could share this with others who own a 74 or who are thinking of researching/restoring one. Many times over I wished a manual like this was available to assist me in my projects or I found a retired GM employee who worked on the Firebird assembly line in 1974! Well the manual is a safer bet for sure.

   Most of this information is available in some form from multiple sources. All I have done is compile it into one book and add my personal findings and research.

   I hope you will find that this book will assist you in correctly identifying & restoring a 74 Trans Am. To be honest, the most fun I’ve had was searching and documenting the 1974 Trans Am, then hunting the correct parts down. As long as you have the love, time and of course the money, you will enjoy your restoration every step of the way. 

   I have also listed excellent resources found on the Internet and other places of interest that can help you along the way. I’ve added many pictures of parts and cars to enhance your understanding of the car and it’s many systems & parts. 

Enjoy

